MINUTES

Special Board Meeting
January 4, 2022
5:30 p.m.

Location: Remote Via Zoom

Board of Directors
Randy Mendosa (Division 3) - President, Blaine Maynor (Division 1) - Vice-President,
Nicole Johnson (Division 2) - Director, Eric Loudenslager (Division 4) - Director
David Rosen (Division 5) - Director

CALL TO ORDER

The regular session of the Board of Directors for the Arcata Fire District was called to
order by President Randy Mendosa at 5:33 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance has been suspended during Shelter in Place.

ATTENDANCE AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

The meeting continued with a quorum and the following were present remotely via
zoom: President Randy Mendosa, Vice President Blaine Maynor, Director Nicole
Johnson, and Director Eric Loudenslager. Director David Rosen was absent.

Additional District administrative staff included Fire Chief Justin McDonald, and Board
Secretary Becky Schuette.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Prior to opening District Business, President Mendosa introduced Ryan Plotz, Counsel
for the District. Attorney Plotz began by sharing his PowerPoint presentation and
providing an overview and review of the process for this meeting. The PowerPoint
presentation slides will be added to the end of these minutes as Attachment 1.

Chief McDonald requested Attorney Plotz clarify that any ex parte communications that
had occurred with the Board members by petitioners should be brought up at this time.
Following Attorney Plotz explanation, President Mendosa requested a poll of the Board
to advised if any of the Directors had had such communications with any of the
petitioners. The attending Board members, Directors Johnson, Maynor and Mendosa
responded in the negative and Director Loudenslager advised he had been copied in an
email from Sara Turner to the County. The referenced document had also been
included in the Board packet.
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President Mendosa then invited staff to review item 1 and Attorney Plotz advised he
would be presenting the staff reports.

Chief McDonald, as the Duty Chief, left the meeting to attend a call for service at 5:54
pm.

1. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the
1500 Block of J Street, Arcata, APN # 020-102-005: Attorney Plotz reviewed the
agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the staff recommendation.

The Petitioner, Sara Turner, stated her position and there were no further comments
received from the general public on the petition.

There were no comments or discussion from the Board and a motion was made.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 020-102-005 and assign the Single-
Family Residential Parcel Use Category under Ordinance No. 20-20 and direct the Fire
Chief to take such further action as may be required to implement the Board’s decision
to grant the Petition.

Motion: Johnson; Second: Maynor
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

2. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 200 Block of G Street, Arcata, APN # 503-224-007:
Attorney Plotz reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the staff
recommendation.

The Petitioner, George Green, stated his position and there were no further comments
received from the general public on the petition.

The Board discussed the petition, and the historical approval of a different land use
code from the previous year. President Mendosa specifically requested a moment to
review the minutes from last year's meeting, which had been included on page 59 of the
Board packet. There was further discussion and input from the Directors as well as
Attorney Plotz.

With no further comments received a motion was made.
It was moved to deny the Petition concerning APN 503-224-007-000.

Motion: Maynor; Second: Johnson
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, and Maynor. Nays; Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

3. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the
2100 Block Peninsula Drive, Manila, APN # 506-082-022: Attorney Plotz began his
review of the agenda item when the petitioner from the previous item, George Green,
interrupted the process advising that he had not received his three-minute
response/rebuttal time and he had been waiting to be called upon. Mr. Green was
advised that President Mendosa had opened, and closed public comment and he had
not spoken up. President Mendosa then deferred to Attorney Plotz who reviewed the
meeting procedures aloud, adding that there was an option to revisit, through a motion
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to reconsider, which is generally made by a Board member who voted in the affirmative
on the original action. With no motion made, President Mendosa requested Attorney
Plotz continue with his review of agenda item 3.

Attorney Plotz continued his review of the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and
provided the staff recommendation.

The petitioner, David Reed, thanked the Board for granting his request and no public
comments received on the petition.

There were a few clarifying questions from the Board and with no further discussion a
motion was made.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 506-082-022-000 and assign the
Commercial Parcel Use Category under Ordinance No. 20-20 and direct the Fire Chief
to take such further action as may be required to implement the Board’s decision to
grant the Petition.

Motion: Johnson; Second: Maynor
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

Chief McDonald returned to the meeting at 6:33 pm.

4. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 600 16t" Street, Arcata, APN # 020-096-002: Attorney Plotz
reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the staff
recommendation.

The petitioner, William Sombric, stated his position and there were no further comments
received from the general public on the petition.

One of the Directors confirmed that there was no operational business happening now
and that information was confirmed.

With no further discussion a motion was made.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 020-096-002-000 and assign, for
purposes of the Special Tax, the Single-Family Residential use category, and assign, -
for purposes of the Benefit Assessment, the Improved Single-Family Residential use
code, and direct the Fire Chief to take such further action as may be required to
implement the Board’s decision to grant the Petition

Motion: Loudenslager; Second: Johnson
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

5. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 1300 Block of Sunset Avenue, Arcata, APN # 505-083-
019: Attorney Plotz reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the
staff recommendation.

The petitioner, Audrey Archibald, stated her position and there were no further
comments received from the general public on the petition.
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There were no questions or comments from the Board and a motion was made.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 505-083-019-000 and assign, for
purposes of the Special Tax, the Single-Family Residential use category, and assign,
for purposes of the Benefit Assessment, the Improved Single-Family Residential use
code, and direct the Fire Chief to take such further action as may be required to
implement the Board’s decision to grant the Petition.”

Motion: Maynor; Second: Loudenslager
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

6. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the
3400 Block of Jacoby Creek Road, Bayside, APN # 501-131-007: Attorney Plotz
reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the staff
recommendation.

The petitioner, Chris Freeman, stated his position and there were no further comments
received from the general public on the petition.

There was discussion among the Board and questions posed to the petitioner regarding
the use of the “cabin” in question, whether or not it is recognized as an ADU, its size,
current use, and historical use. Th Board continued deliberations about the actual
evidence of “use” provided by the petitioner in the submission. There were concerns
about lack of proof of a recognized ADU by the County, as well as setting a precedent
for future petitioners by “bending the rules” to make a decision using the petitioners’
statements, rather than having submitting proof as was required in the instructions for
the petition.

With no further discussion, a motion was made.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 501-131-007-000 and assign, for
purposes of the Special Tax, the Single-Family Residential use category and direct the
Fire Chief to take such further action as may be required to implement the Board’s
decision to grant the Petition

Motion: Maynor; Second: Loudenslager
Roll Call: Ayes; Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Nays; Johnson, Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

7. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the
1500 Block of Peninsula Drive, Manila, APN # 400-141-012: Attorney Plotz reviewed
the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the staff recommendation.

The petitioner, Michael Fennell, stated his position and there were no further comments
received from the general public on the petition.

The members of the Board had a few questions for the property owner regarding the
size of the unit and it if was rented and then a motion was made.

It was moved to deny the Petition concerning APN 400-141-012-000.

Motion: Maynor; Second: Loudenslager
Roll Call: Ayes; Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Nays; Johnson, Absent; Rosen
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Motion Carries

8. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 1100 Block of A Street, Arcata, APN # 021-073-006:
Attorney Plotz reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the staff
recommendation.

The petitioner, Larry Burdick, stated his position and there were no further comments
received from the general public on the petition.

Following the answer to a question from Director Johnson regarding the meaning of
“Garden of the Heart” as it related to the address, and with no further comments or
discussion, a motion was made.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 021-073-006-000 and assign, for
purposes of the Special Tax, the Single-Family Residential use category, and assign,
for purposes of the Benefit Assessment, the Improved Single-Family Residential use
code, and direct the Fire Chief to take such further action as may be required to
implement the Board’s decision to grant the Petition

Motion: Loudenslager; Second: Maynor
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen

Motion Carries

9. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 2700 Block of McDowell Court, Arcata, APN # 503-481-
007: Attorney Plotz reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the
staff recommendation.

The petitioner, John Nicklas, was not present at the meeting. However, Will Sombric, an
earlier petitioner, spoke up. He advised that he was currently with his wife, Signe
Nicklas, who is also the daughter of Mr. Nicklas and they had been given permission to
speak on his behalf and answer questions if the Board chose to do so. Mr. Sombric then
reiterated some of the points that had been provided in the written submission.

Receiving no public comments, President Mendosa then queried if this petition has
been presented to the Board before as it seemed familiar. Mr. Sombric answered in the
affirmative advising it had been submitted for an appeal during the last fiscal year tax
cycle and had been denied.

President Mendosa opened the item for deliberation by the Board and Director Maynor
requested clarification on the splitting of the two tax types. Attorney Plotz advised that
the Benefit Assessment does not make exception to the ADU'’s, therefore staff
recommended denying the petition in part, as it related to the Benefit Assessment.

There were no further Board comments and President Mendosa requested the two
items be handled separately based on staff recommendation. A motion was made.

It was moved to deny, in part, the Petition concerning APN 503-481-007-000 as it
relates to reclassifying the parcel for purposes of the Benefit Assessment

Motion: Maynor; Second: Loudenslager
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries
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Attorney Plotz returned to his PowerPoint to remind the Board of the policy in the
Resolution and that it comes into play because of the zoning and recognizing ADU’s. He
reviewed the factors to be considered, which were listed in slide nine of the PowerPoint,
(Attachment 1). During the review of these factors, Mr. Sombric spoke up occasionally
to offer answers to the questions being posed.

Signe Nicklas also spoke briefly about her father and the purpose of the dual mailboxes
shown in the photos.

President Mendosa closed public comment and asked the Board for deliberations.
There were a few more clarifying questions before a motion was made.

It was moved to grant, in part, the Petition concerning APN 503-481-007-000 as it
relates to the Special Tax, and assign, for purposes of the Special Tax, the Single-
Family Residential use category, and direct the Fire Chief to take such further action as
may be required to implement the Board’s decision to grant the Petition.

Motion: Maynor; Second: Johnson
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

10. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on
the Property Located on the 300 Block of Beverly Drive, Arcata, APN # 503-041-
001: Attorney Plotz reviewed the agenda item utilizing the PowerPoint and provided the
staff recommendation.

The petitioner, Dana Nielsen, was not present and there were no public comments.

Prior to the motion, Attorney Plotz advised that the petitioner had included a request for
refunds back to 2006. He reminder the Board that the policy did not allow for such
requests and that any refunds will be for the current year petition only.

It was moved to grant the Petition concerning APN 503-041-001-000 and assign, for
purposes of the Special Tax, the Single-Family Residential use category, and assign,
for purposes of the Benefit Assessment, the Improved Single-Family Residential use
code, and direct the Fire Chief to take such further action as may be required to
implement the Board’s decision to grant the Petition.

Motion: Loudenslager; Second: Maynor
Roll Call: Ayes; Johnson, Loudenslager, Maynor, and Mendosa. Absent; Rosen
Motion Carries

ADJOURNMENT

Following a motion, President Mendosa adjourned the meeting at 7:55 pm.
Motion: Johnson; Second: Maynor
The next Reqgular Meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2022, at 5:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
ée;cky Schuette,

Clerk of the Board
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