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Special Board Meeting 

January 4, 2022 
5:30 PM  

Location: Remote Via Zoom 

Special Notice On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361, which modified the 
Brown Act to allow for teleconferencing participation at local legislative body public meetings 
during a proclaimed state of emergency. As urgency legislation, this law took effect 
immediately. Pursuant to Government Code §54953(e)(1)(B), the Arcata Fire Protection District 
will conduct its October 12, 2021 meeting by Zoom. Therefore, Directors, staff and members of 
the public will attend this meeting via teleconference, as provided below. 
 
You may join from a smart device or computer by copy and pasting this link into your web 
browser:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/551748203 
Meeting ID: 551 748 203 

 

AGENDA 
CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Suspended for virtual meetings 

ATTENDANCE & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

PUBLIC COMMENT/ASSOCIATION REPORTS         
Any person may address the District Board on any subject pertaining to District business, 
which is not listed on the agenda. This comment is provided by the Ralph M. Brown Open 
Meeting Act (Government Code § 54950 et seq.) and may be limited to three (3) minutes 
for any person addressing the Board. Any request that requires Board action may be set 
by the Board for a future agenda or referred to staff. 
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/551748203&sa=D&ust=1586875776329000&usg=AOvVaw07LV6BPGA-iaU89QN4C37P


DISTRICT BUSINESS          Pg. 4 

Appeal Meeting Procedures        Pg. 5 

Ordinance 20-20 as Part of Resolution 21-232 Special Tax    Pg. 6 

Ordinance 06-12 Establishing a Benefit Assessment     Pg. 15 

Resolution 21-233 Adopting Policies for the Conduct and Hearing of Challenges to 
Use Classifications Under Ordinance No. 20-20 (Measure F) and Ordinance            
06-12            Pg. 19  

  

1. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the 
1500 Block of J Street, Arcata, APN # 020-102-005    Pg. 24  

a. Attachment 1 – Petitioners Submission Documents   Pg. 26 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map  Pg. 30 

   
2. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the 

Property Located on the 200 Block of G Street, Arcata, APN 
#503-224-007          Pg. 31 

a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents    Pg. 33 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map  Pg. 62 

 
3. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the 

2100 Block Peninsula Drive, Manila, APN #506-082-022   Pg. 63 
a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents   Pg. 65 
b. Attachment 2 – Parcel Map       Pg. 69 

 
4. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the 

Property Located on the 600 16th Street, Arcata, APN #020-096-002 Pg. 70 
a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents   Pg. 72 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map  Pg. 81 

 
5. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the 

Property Located on the 1300 Block of Sunset Avenue, Arcata, APN  
#505-083-019          Pg. 82 

a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents   Pg. 84 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map  Pg. 86 

 
6. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the 

3400 Block of Jacoby Creek Road, Bayside, APN #501-131-007  Pg. 87 
a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents   Pg. 89 
b. Attachment 2 – Parcel Map       Pg. 95 

 
7. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property Located on the 

1500 Block of Peninsula Drive, Manila, APN #400-141-012   Pg. 96 
a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents   Pg. 98 
b. Attachment 2 – Parcel Map        Pg. 102 
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8. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 1100 Block of A Street, Arcata, APN
#021-073-006  Pg. 103 

a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents Pg. 105 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map Pg. 112 

9. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 2700 Block of McDowell Court, Arcata, APN
#503-481-007  Pg. 113 

a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents Pg. 115 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map Pg. 123 

10. Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit Assessment on the
Property Located on the 300 Block of Beverly Drive, Arcata,
APN #503-041-001 Pg. 124 

a. Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents Pg. 126 
b. Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map Pg. 129 

ADJOURNMENT 

Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2022, at 5:30 pm. 

Prepared by: Becky Schuette, Clerk of the Board 

The Arcata Fire Protection District ("District"), in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
("ADA"), individuals who require special accommodations to access, attend and/or participate in District 
board meetings due to a disability, shall make their request by calling (707)825-2000, no later than 48 
hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time. In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, 
non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority of, or all, the Board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at 2149 Central Avenue, McKinleyville, California or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if 
you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Board 
Secretary, at (707) 825-2000.   
The meeting agenda is posted at least 72 hours in advance of regular scheduled meetings, at the 
following locations: 
● District's Headquarters’ Building, 2149 Central Avenue, McKinleyville, CA 95519
● Arcata Downtown Station, 631 9th Street, Arcata, CA 95521
● Mad River Station, 3235 Janes Road, Arcata, CA 95521
● The Arcata Fire Protection District website:  www.arcatafire.org
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Appeal Meeting Process 

1. Staff report presentation and legal counsel review

2. Board questions to Staff regarding the presentation

3. Public comment period is opened
a. The Principal Party or designated representative may

address the Board
• This Principal Party will have10-minute time limit to speak
• Any new material or documents received during the Public

Comments must be made available to all Board members, staff,
and the public. Said materials will be recorded into the Minutes and
included as attachments to the Minutes.

b. General Public comments regarding this item
• One person speaking at any given time
• All speakers have a three-minute time limit
• The testimony should be relevant to the topic

c. Questioning speakers
• The Board will reserve questioning of individual speakers until after

the completion of the speakers' testimony. Questions still need to
be factual, and without bias.

d. Principal Party rebuttal
• The principal party or representative will be limited to a three-

minute rebuttal if requested after all other interested persons have
spoken. The Presiding Officer may grant additional time, to the
principal party or their representative, at their discretion.

4. Public comment period is closed
• When the Presiding Officer has determined there is no more public

testimony, the time for public comment will be ordered closed and the
Board will then deliberate on the matter.

5. Board Deliberations
• During deliberations, each Board Member to speak once prior to allowing

another Board Member to speak again. Board members should strive to
avoid repetition, however, are permitted to ask questions of each other or
debate relevant issues as part of their deliberations.
a. At the discretion of the Presiding Officer, staff and/or Board members

may answer questions posed by the speakers during their testimony
b. Board members may ask staff to address questions raised by

testimony or to clarify matters
c. The Board will debate or make motion on the matter

6. Board Action
a. Vote on the item;
b. Offer amendments or substitute motions to decide the matter;
c. Continue the matter to a later date for a decision.
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 1 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property 

Located on the 1500 Block of J Street, Arcata, APN # 020-102-005 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner identifies that the detached cottage on the property was built for the 
intended use by family, friends, and caregivers.  She also indicates that the cottage has 
been rented over the years and she will continue to all family friends and caregivers to 
use the unit for residential occupancy. 
Owner admits to utilizing the property/structure in accordance with the Special Tax 
Ordinance 20-20’s use definition of Multi-Family.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion.   
As to the property located on the 1500 block of J Street in Arcata, assessor parcel # 
020-102-005, it is the recommendation of staff that the petition for adjustment of special
tax on the property, be denied.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☒ No Impact/Not Applicable
☐ Funding Source Confirmed:
☐ Other:
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ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel  

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 - City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map  
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 2 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit 

Assessment on the Property Located on the 200 Block of G Street, 
Arcata, APN # 503-224-007 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner admits to renting the street front property, identified as the 300 square 
foot “shop,” which is being operated by the tenant as a salon called Vixen.  
The documentation submitted does indicate that the property is also a single-family 
residence and occupied by the petitioner, however, there is no argument to the 
business being operated on the parcel. 
Owner admits to utilizing the property/structure in accordance with the Special Tax 
Ordinance 20-20’s use definition of Commercial. The use classification for the Benefit 
Assessment is Commercial - miscellaneous as it relates to the salon’s use of the 
property. 
This property is mixed use of as both commercial and residential and, as such, is levied 
at the higher risk use.  It is standard practice with mixed use parcels to be assessed at 
the greater risk category. 

RECOMMENDATION:   
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion.   
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As to the property located on the 200 block of G Street in Arcata, assessor parcel # 
503-224-007, it is the recommendation of staff that the petition for adjustment of special
tax and benefit assessment on the property be denied.
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☒ No Impact/Not Applicable
☐ Funding Source Confirmed:
☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 - City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map 
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 3 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property 

Located on the 2100 Block of Peninsula Drive, Manila, APN # 506-
082-022

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner’s statement indicates he is a beekeeper, and the property is being used 
for storage and small scale extraction of honey for Farmer’s Market and not industrial 
production.  
Visual inspection of the property maintains the argument for the petitioner that the 
property was incorrectly levied at the Industrial rate, with no indication of manufacturing, 
processing or production occurring at this property.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion. 

As to the property located on the 2100 block of Peninsula Drive, Manila, assessor 
parcel # 506-082-022 the following is staff’s recommendation:  

• The petition for adjustment of special tax be granted.
• The parcel be reclassified to Commercial for the proceeding tax years.
• Reimburse the petitioner the difference of $364 for the Special Tax
• Pursuant to Resolution 21-233, Section 1 the property owner will be

refunded for fiscal year 21-22 only and not for any previous fiscal year.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☐ No Impact/Not Applicable
☒ Funding Source Confirmed: 5230.5 Assessment Adjustments/Refunds
☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 - Parcel Map  
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 4 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit 

Assessment on the Property Located on the 600 Block of 16th Street, 
Arcata, APN # 020-096-002 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner’s statement indicates, and historical records confirm, that a yoga studio 
had been previously operated out of a portion of the residence. Upon taking ownership, 
the property was returned to single-family use.  Applicant provided additional 
documentation with an appraisal report, homeowners insurance and Grant Deed, 
indicating the residence is not being used for commercial purposes.  
Visual inspection of the property maintains the argument for the petitioner that the 
property was incorrectly levied at the Commercial rate, with no indication of any 
commercial activities occurring at this property. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion. 
As to the property located on the 600 block of 16th Street, Arcata, assessor parcel 
# 020-096-002, the following is staff’s recommendation:  

• The petition for adjustment of special tax and benefit assessment be
granted.

• The parcel be reclassified to Single-Family for the proceeding tax years.
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• Reimburse the petitioner the difference of $428 for the Special Tax and
$176 for the Benefit Assessment in the total of $604

• Pursuant to Resolution 21-233, Section 1 the property owner will be
refunded for fiscal year 21-22 only and not for any previous fiscal year.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☐ No Impact/Not Applicable
☒ Funding Source Confirmed: 5230.5 Assessment Adjustments/Refunds
☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map 
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 5 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit 

Assessment on the Property Located on 1300 Block of Sunset 
Avenue, Arcata, APN # 505-083-019 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner’s statement indicates that when the house was purchased it had been a 
duplex.  When the owner remodeled, the building inspector would not allow a stove or 
oven and the room has since become another room in the house.  
The District was able to confirm with the City Building Department that the only building 
permit on file is related to a guest bedroom which would not be considered a second 
unit.    

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion. 
As to the property located on the 1300 block of Sunset Avenue, Arcata, assessor 
parcel # 505-083-019, the following is staff’s recommendation:  

• The petition for adjustment of special tax and benefit assessment be
granted.

• The parcel be reclassified to Single-Family for the proceeding tax years.
• Reimburse the petitioner the difference of $191 for the Special Tax and $88

for the Benefit Assessment in the total of $279
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• Pursuant to Resolution 21-233, Section 1 the property owner will be 
refunded for fiscal year 21-22 only and not for any previous fiscal year. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☐ No Impact/Not Applicable 
☒ Funding Source Confirmed: 5230.5 Assessment Adjustments/Refunds 

☐ Other:  
  
ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel  

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 - City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map 
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 6 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property 

Located on the 3400 Block of Jacoby Creek Road, Bayside, APN # 
501-131-007

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
There is a historical secondary living unit along the driveway to the main house (i.e.: 
cabin) which is the reason for the multi-family designation.   
The petitioner’s statement did not provide evidence that the historical secondary 
residential unit is no longer a dwelling. 
The hydrant referenced in the submission is confirmed which places the property in the 
non-rural category, however, the multi-unit is upheld unless the petitioner can provide 
evidence that the secondary unit is not being utilized for living.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion. 
As to the property located on the 3400 block of Jacoby Creek Road, Bayside, assessor 
parcel # 501-131-007, it is the recommendation of staff that the petition for adjustment 
of special tax be denied.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☒ No Impact/Not Applicable
☐ Funding Source Confirmed:
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☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 - Parcel Map 
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 7 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax on the Property 

Located on 1500 Block of Peninsula Drive, Manila, APN # 400-141-012 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
Beyond a request for consideration as seniors or square foot comparable equity related 
to nearby properties, there is no evidence that the property is incorrectly classified.  
The petitioner identifies the second unit as a mother-in-law unit and albeit small square 
footage, it is clearly a separate dwelling, with separate entries and independent of the 
main residence, which was also visually confirmed. As such, the property meets the 
Multi-Family Residential (2-4) structures on a parcel for the Special Tax.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion 
As to the property located on the 1500 Block of Peninsula Drive, Manila, assessor 
parcel # 400-141-012, it is the recommendation of staff that the petition for adjustment 
of special tax be denied.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☒ No Impact/Not Applicable
☐ Funding Source Confirmed:
☐ Other:
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ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel  

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 – Parcel Map  

 

97



Attachment 1

98



99



100



101



Attachment 2

102



DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 8 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit 

Assessment on the Property Located on 1100 Block of A Street, 
Arcata, APN # 021-073-006 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner provided evidence with a statement and documentation from the City 
inspection records that the secondary unit is a storage unit with no kitchen or plumbing. 
A visual inspection of the parcel also confirmed the use as storage or a garage and not 
a dwelling unit.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion 
As to the property located on the 1100 Block of A Street, Arcata, assessor parcel 
# 021-073-006, the following is staff’s recommendation:  

• The petition for adjustment of special tax and benefit assessment be
granted.

• The parcel be reclassified to Single-Family for the proceeding tax years.
• Reimburse the petitioner the difference of $191 for the Special Tax and $88

for the Benefit Assessment in the total of $279
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• Pursuant to Resolution 21-233, Section 1 the property owner will be
refunded for fiscal year 21-22 only and not for any previous fiscal year.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☐ No Impact/Not Applicable
☒ Funding Source Confirmed: 5230.5 Assessment Adjustments/Refunds
☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map 
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 9 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit 

Assessment on the Property Located on 2700 Block of McDowell, 
Arcata, APN # 503-481-007 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner affirms the existence of an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU). In his 
previous years petition, he indicated there was a bathroom when purchased and a 
kitchenette added in 2001.  
He indicates that the existence of the ADU does not convert his property as multi-family 
but instead complies with the Measure F exception of a single-family residence with and 
ADU.  
Communications with the City of Arcata Building Department indicate there is no record 
on file that a permitted ADU was constructed on the property. The property owner would 
need the ADU to be permitted and inspected by the City in order to be recognized as 
such.  Once permitted, the Board can consider the appeal as meeting the requirements 
of the Resolution.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion.   
As to the property located on the 2700 Block of McDowell, Arcata, assessor parcel # 
503-481-007, staff is recommending the petition be denied.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☒ No Impact/Not Applicable
☒ Funding Source Confirmed:
☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map 
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DISTRICT BUSINESS Item 10 

Date: January 4, 2022   
To: Board of Directors, Arcata Fire District 
From:  Justin McDonald, Fire Chief  
Subject: Consider Appeal for Adjustment of Special Tax and Benefit 

Assessment on the Property Located on the 300 Block of Beverly 
Drive, Arcata, APN # 503-041-001 

HISTORY:   
The Humboldt County 2021-2022 Property Tax Bills were issued in October this year 
and in accordance with the Resolution 21-233, the District began accepting the Petition 
for Adjustment of Benefit Assessment and/or Special Tax. The submissions were vetted 
by District Counsel and except for one, were deemed complete and timely, meeting the 
minimum standards of the Resolution.   
On Friday, December 17, 2021, emails were sent, and written notices mailed, via first 
class mail, to all the petitioners that the Special Meeting had been set for Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 5:30 pm. The notice indicated the meeting would be held via Zoom 
and that the agenda would be sent at a later date, along with the link and information to 
attend the meeting using Zoom.  
Staff has since reviewed all the submissions, conducted historical internal and external 
research on the properties, made visual inspections, if needed, and determined a 
recommendation to the Board, based on what was provided by the petitioner.  

DISCUSSION: 
The petitioner’s statement indicates that there is an artist studio on the property, which 
was permitted by the City, only as an artist studio and not a residence.  
Visual inspection and communications with the City confirm the petitioners claim and 
that the permit indicates the permits were for an artist studio.   

RECOMMENDATION: 
All staff recommendations are guidance for the Board and should not be considered 
final until District Counsel renders an opinion, and the Board receives input from all 
parties involved and passes the decision via voice vote motion.   
As to the property located on the 300 block of Beverly Drive, Arcata, assessor 
parcel # 503-041-001, the following is staff’s recommendation:  

• The petition for adjustment of special tax and benefit assessment be
granted.

• The parcel be reclassified to Single-Family for the proceeding tax years.
• Reimburse the petitioner the difference of $191 for the Special Tax and $88

for the Benefit Assessment in the total of $279
• Pursuant to Resolution 21-233, Section 1 the property owner will be

refunded for fiscal year 21-22 only and not for any previous fiscal year.

124



FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
☐ No Impact/Not Applicable
☒ Funding Source Confirmed: 5230.5 Assessment Adjustments/Refunds
☐ Other:

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Boards discretion with approval of District Counsel

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 - Petitioners Submission Documents 
Attachment 2 – City of Arcata Property Report & Parcel Map 
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